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Dallas Paleontological Society Meeting 

 
The DPS December meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 14 at 7:30 pm at 

Brookhaven College. We skip our normal speaker programming to bring you award 

ceremonies, elections, live and silent auctions, live music, slide show of paleo 
people having fun and of course, food.  The DPS will provide drinks, sliced ham, 

sandwich fixings and a few other goodies. Everyone is encouraged to bring your 

favorite side dish and/or dessert to share.  HO HO HO ï see you there! 

 
 
 

More about the Auction é 
By Lee Higginbotham 

 
This year, the Fossil Auction and Christmas Party are on the very same night.  Youôll want to get your 
donations in EARLY so you don't have to carry stuff in the night of the auction, (when you could be 

carrying in a side dish to share).  Contact me at higgintex@sbcglobal.net  and I can pick up your items or 

you can drop them off at my house in northwest Dallas on Marsh Lane.  Also know that you can make a 

year-end charitable contribution to DPS if you are so inclined.   
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PHOTOS NEEDED FOR THE SLIDE SHOW 
 

Itôs time to beautify the upcoming Christmas party!  And what better way than to have a slide show 
featuring the members of the DPS with their finds and adventures.  Roger Farish has agreed to put 

together a presentation to run during part of the December meeting, but he needs more pictures.  Send any 

pics you have taken on field trips, meetings and events, along with any shots of the treasures you have 

uncovered this year to: rffarish@verizon.net. Weôre ready to be dazzled! 
 

 

 
 

2012 Officer Elections 
By The Nominating Committee: Roger Farish, Frank Holterhoff, Rocky Manning, Fred Ransdell 
 
Elections will be held at the December meeting. The following DPS members have accepted nominations 

for office for 2012: 

 

President: Stephan Gozdecki 
Vice President: Kristin Carleton 

Secretary: David Hill 

Treasurer: Pam Lowers 
Editor: Pam Gozdecki 

  

 
If you would like to run for office or nominate someone else, please contact any officer. 

 

 

 
 

Dallas Paleontological Society President's Message 
By Stephan Gozdecki   

 
As 2011 draws to a close I went through the Fossil Records for the year.  There was definitely a lot of 

action this year, including two rescheduled meetings (one due to nasty February weather and the other to 
accommodate the October speakerôs timetable).  And now here we are, ready to celebrate the end of the 

year with our Christmas Party / Auction / Election Night. 

 

Our speakers took us around the paleo world with presentations on activities in Russian Georgia Angola, 
Brazil, the UK and China along with US locales like Florida, the Pacific Northwest, Big Bend, Fort Hood 

and Euless.  All were enlightening and covered many topics: insects, early man, starfish and urchins and 

of course, dinosaurs.  We were even able to slip in some moon rocks! 
 

Our ñFBIò team went into action to recover mammoth pieces in Grayson County while the Heard 

Museum prep team led by Darlene Somerfelt continued to work on the Garland Mosasaur.  The DPS has 
been directing resources to improve the facility there and upgrade the equipment and will continue in 

2012.  The commitment of these unsung DPS heroes has been over and above the call of duty and their 

efforts will be preserved in various displays as resources for years to come. 

 
Ricardo Araujo of SMU was awarded the ñFrank Crane Memorialò scholarship in March.  Irene Stemple 

was presented our highest honor, the Dallas Paleontological Societyôs ñLifetime Achievement Awardò for 
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her decades of service as an educator and other efforts to promote interest in and knowledge of the 

science of paleontology.  Volume #9 of the Occasional Papers was also released.  Few organizations have 
the talent and resources we have to continue to produce professional quality publications like this, and we 

should all be proud of this group accomplishment.   

 

We also were able to get out into the community more and spend time with new people.  The Irving 
Police Department  kidôs group ñPALsò were treated to two field trips. Our presence was felt at shows at 

Brookhaven, in Arlington, Mesquite, Euless, Glen Rose, Fort Worth and Dallas.  We were part of Channel 

Fourôs ñLone Star Adventuresò show on the Mineral Wells Fossil Park. In October we participated in 
FOUR National Fossil Day events on one day!  And starting next year, the DPS will also assume a much 

larger role for Fossilmania .   

  
All these venues are opportunities for us to shine and spread our knowledge and enthusiasm. We also 

developed, with the help of Lisa Moran, a nice little paleo pamphlet as part of an ñFBIò field collecting 

kit for kids.  They now have a place to keep their treasures along with instructions on how to contact the 

DPS and our great FBI team for more information on their finds.  Look for an expanded version next year.  
Also under discussion is a Kidôs ñFossilfestò with displays and hands-on activities at Brookhaven and the 

Heard Museum.   
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Dallas Gem and Mineral Society Show Success 

 
Another great show was presented by our good friends, the Dallas Gem and 

Mineral Society the weekend of 11/19 and 11/20.  Many thanks to Brian 

Bowles, Tom Dill and Frank Holterhoff for helping at our table. There was a 

great sampling of treasures produced in nature 
along with items transformed in various ways.  Met 

with some old friends and made some new 

acquaintances which makes these shows a lot of 
fun.  We will be developing a 2012 show schedule 

so these events donôt sneak up on us.  Also look forward to the DPS 

developing a more polished display of materials for us to take to shows and 

other events.  This will be a great asset to help us get the paleo word out. 
 

 

 

 

 

Nebraska Field Trip Openings 
By Polly Mullinnex 

I have two trips planned for Nebraska in 2012 and would like to know who among those with a raincheck 

are interested in attending one of these trips.  Contact: pollym@airmail.net  

 

 

 

 

Found:  Skull Awaiting Identification 
By Bob Williams 

 
 

 

Here's a picture of the skull I found at Jacksboro. I'm sending it off to the 

AMNH for Dr. John Maisey to have a look. He is the director of vertebrate 
paleontology and specializes in sharks. Not certain it's shark yet but rare 

even if it's reptile or amphibian. 
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Tracks &  Trips - FossilMania and 

Dinosaur Valley State Park, Glen Rose  
By Dr. George Maxey 

 
 

Figure 1 ς Entrance to Dinosaur State Park, Glen Rose, Texas. 

 
Fossilmania is always a great event and good time but this year the field trip conduction by Tom Dill to 

Dinosaur Valley State Park was a real bonus (Figure 1). Tom put together a nice guide booklet with 
straight forward illustrations and photos of the sites that contained information for both the novice and 

advance fossil enthusiast. Stops were well thought out with plenty of parking space, easily accessible 

sites, and best of all just down right interesting. Tom took time to answer questions from all of us 
participating in the field trip as well as a series of questions from some kids visiting Dinosaur Valley 

State Park from the state of New York that just wondered into our group.  

 
The first site, located inside Dinosaur State Park was at the 

Main Track site where there are numerous theropod and 

sauropod tracks (Figure 2). Without a guide to bring the story 

alive the tracks are just indentations in the mud. Tom brought 
the tracks to life by creating a story introducing the 

paleoenvironment at the time the creatures walked the 

carbonate mud flats of the transgressive seas of the Cretaceous. 
                                                                                                                                        Figure 2 ς Theropod print at site 2 inside Dinosaur Valley State Park. 

 

Tom also told us of R.T Bird tracks that are now on display in the American Museum of 

Natural History in New York City (Figure 3).  

 
Figure 3 - http://paleo.cc/paluxy/rb-trail1.jpg 

 
 
 

At the second site, locally known as the campground site, the water 

had risen a little in the last week but we were still able to see a series 

of prints across the bed of the Paluxy River (Figure 4). It seems that 
the sauraopods walked in herds and tended to parallel the shoreline 

while the theropods (meat eaters) took more irregular path moving 

out onto the shoreline and then back inland, possibly an indication of 
hunting for food. Many explanations and analogies were shared and 

all the fellow travelers on the journey back into the Cretaceous 

thoroughly enjoyed the field trip.                          Figure 4 ς Theropod tracks at the Campground 

site. Tracks paralleling the shoreline. 

 
 

The only thing wrong with this field trip was not enough tracks, stories and 

geologic time. Thanks Tom, and I am looking forward to the next trip (Figure 
5). Tom Dill, Geologist, with paleo interests in stratigraphy and sedimentology. 
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Texas Archaeology Links 

 

Our November speaker, Holly Meier from Baylor, has forwarded a link for anyone interested in some 

Texas archaeology:  www.texasbeyondhistory.net   And the artifact identification book she spoke of is: 

A Field Guide to Stone Artifacts of Texas Indians (Gulf Publishing Field Guides) 

www.amazon.com/Field-Artifacts-Indians-Publishing-Guides/dp/0891230513  

 
 

 

 

http://www.texasbeyondhistory.net/
http://www.amazon.com/Field-Artifacts-Indians-Publishing-Guides/dp/0891230513
mailto:editor@dallaspaleo.org
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An Impressive Contribution 

 

The following pictures show a cabinet of specimens that Nathan Van Vranken has built and curated for the 

local college in an interest to help further and promote the science of paleontology.  Well done, Nathan!   
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