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"Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!..." - George Frederic Handel, "Messiah" 

President’s Message    
By Frank Holterhoff 

We have liftoff!... 

It's official!  The Mineral Wells Fossil "Park" is going to happen!  At their June 16th meeting, the Mineral 
Wells City Council approved establishment of the park, and will spend money on site improvements such 
as fencing and parking areas.  For legal reasons, the City does not want it to be officially called a Park, so 
we and they are currently considering what the exact formal name should be.  We welcome any and all 
input on this. 

Many folks have contributed their creativity and hard work to making the park a reality, but, at the risk of 
sounding like a stuck record (I assume most of you remember vinyl, he he!), no one has worked and fought 
harder for it than Lee Higginbotham.  I'm sure Lee's vehicle must have an autopilot mode preprogrammed 
for the route between North Dallas and Mineral Wells!  Thanks from all of us, Lee - U Da Man!! 

Now, the ball is squarely in OUR court!  While the City is happy to spend a few bucks to lay some gravel 
and put up some fencing, the project will certainly have probationary status for a while.  It's up to all of us 
to make sure that it succeeds!  Obviously the City is looking to the DPS and friends to honor (and expand 
on!) the pledges we made last year.  Our contribution will go towards things like portajohns, signage & 
other educational items, perhaps some kind of shelter, etc.  However, the City will have to be satisfied that 
the park is being used.  So it's up to us to VISIT REGULARLY, and to SPREAD THE WORD to other 
collecting communities nationwide.  Existing fossil parks in Iowa, Ohio, and New York already have 
national visibility, and so must the new one at Mineral Wells! 

Our July meeting will be on July 8.  Derek Main will speak on the status of the Arlington Archosaur Site.  
Don't forget your goodies for the refreshment table!  Adam Armstrong is working on possible field trips to 
the Ash Grove quarry near Midlothian and the Chemical Lime quarry near Clifton for later this month. 

Just keep repeating, "It's not hot, it's not hot,...!" 

FKH 



July Meeting: Our July meeting will begin at 7:30pm on Wednesday, July 8, at Brookhaven College at 
the EMGI.  As part of our celebration of our 25th Anniversay, our focus this month is on the University of 
Texas at Arlington. In addition to preparing the article in this issue of The Fossil Record, Derek Main will 
also be our speaker, updating us on the excavation underway at the Arlington Archosaur site – a project 
supported by many members of the Dallas Paleontology Society. 

Looking Back – DPS Charter Members 
Bill Lowe, founding member 

At the inaugural meeting of the Society on November 14, 1984, it was announced that memberships 
received through January 1985 would be considered Charter Members.  By that date, we had 103 members 
(listed below) and the Dallas Paleontological Society was off and running. 

 

Henry F. Ball 

Gary Beadel 

Jessy/Chris Boedecker 

James Bryant 

Dennis Campbell 

Jim Carroll 

Robert Cattley 

Kevin Coleman 

Jan Collmer 

Robert Collmer 

Adriana Comini 

Gary Cook 

Frank Crane 

Steven Crane 

Anna Ruth Cress 

Jim Cunliffe 

Rosalie Cutrer 

David Daniel 

Eric Darnell 

Roberta Dierken 

Michael Edgemon 

Robert Evans 

Jim/Marge Ferguson 

Charles Finsley 

Mike Fowler 

Dennis/Cynthia Fryar 

Joe Gallo 

David Garrett 

Loraine Gibson 

Jimmy Green 

Ted Gruen 

Bob Hall 

Bruce Handley 

Joe Herndon 

Lloyd Hill 

Frank/Mary Holterhoff 

Jim Howes 

Louis Jacobs 

Bobby Jennings 

Francis Jensen 

Dorothy Joseph 

Tom Kamin 

Rick Kelsey 

Joe Kennedy 

Harry Ketter 

Chris Kline 

Charles Langford 

Mary Lavigne 

Bill Lowe 

Evelyn Luciani 

Duncan MacKenzie 

Rocky Manning 

Louise Marshall 

Gary Martyr 

Jimmy May 

Jeffrey McLaughlin 

John McLeland 

W.E./Lorraine Meenan 

James Merrett 

John Meyer 

Becky Miller 

Lee Miller 

Alfie Montagne 

John Moody 

Claudine Morgan 

Mr./Mrs. Jack Murphrey 

Alice Murphy 

John Nutini 

Robert Patton 

Jimmy Payne 

Edwin Pegelow 

Walter Pepper 

Arlene Pike 

Robert Price 

Gene Rhoden 

LaVerna Ricco 

Virgil Riordan 

Terry Roe 

Yvonne Rogers 

Gail Rymeus 

Lewis Sadler 

John Schulz 

Joan Scott 

John Sellinger 

Marty/Vicky Selznick 

Tom Seward 

Arun Sinha 

Ken Smith 

J. R. Starr 

Virginia Stegall 

Irene Stemple 

Shirley Strickland 

Brenda Strickler 

Roy Stults 

Fayanne Teague 

Fred/Corinne Timm 

Richard Van Atta 

Ronald Vasicek 

Edward Verde 

Gary Vermillion 

James Walczak 

Sheila White 

Naoma Wilkins 

                



       

 
Paleontology at UTA dates back some years (no pun) to the 1960’s when C. L. McNulty worked with SMU’s 
paleontologist, Bob Slaughter, on various projects involving Texas vertebrates. Most notable of their collaborative efforts 
was their early exploration of the Cretaceous Woodbine Formation for vertebrates. McNulty and Slaughter’s 1962 and 
1968 papers on Woodbine Formation microvertebrates were among the first publications on the Woodbine Formation 
vertebrate fauna. Now that early tradition has seemingly come full circle with UTA’s current involvement with the 
exploration and excavation of vertebrates from the Woodbine Formation at the Arlington Archosaur Site. 

The UTA Geology Department has undergone some changes in recent years. It has changed its focus from petroleum 
engineering and moved towards the environmental sciences. To reflect this change the department is now called Earth & 
Environmental Sciences and works closely with the Biology and Environmental Engineering departments. The Earth & 
Environmental Sciences department offers degrees in geology at the B.Sc. and M.Sc. levels and has a joint Ph. D program 
in Environmental Sciences. The Earth & Environmental Sciences Department at UTA has grown, adding 
paleoclimatologist Dr. Arne Winguth and geochemist Dr. Harry Rowe. They work along side full time faculty Dr. 
Merlynd Nestell and Dr. Christopher R. Scotese. 

Dr. Merlynd Nestell holds a Ph.D., 1966, Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon. For 
the past 30 years, he has held joint appointments in the Mathematics and Earth & 
Environmental Sciences departments at UTA. For the past 10 years, he has worked with 
Galina P. Nestell on Middle and Late Permian foraminifer faunas from the Crimea, Greece, 
North Caucasus, and West Texas. In the past few years, they worked on the integration of 
the biostratigraphic data concerning foraminifers, conodonts, and radiolarians present in 
strata of the Bell Canyon Formation (Middle Permian) and its stratigraphic equivalents in 
the Guadalupe and Apache mountains. A monograph on the conodont biostratigraphy of the 
Lower Permian of Kansas with Darwin Boardman (OSU) and Bruce Wardlaw (USGS) 
(Sequence stratigraphy and conodont taxonomy and biostratigraphy of Late Carboniferous 
and Early Permian strata in Mid-Continent North America) is in press at the Kansas 
Geological Survey. Dr. Nestell teaches courses on Earth History and Invertebrate 
Paleontology. Currently, he has two students, working on Permian rocks in the Apache 
Mountains and on Pennsylvanian rocks in North Central Texas.  

Dr. Christopher R. Scotese holds a Ph.D. in Geology from the University of Chicago, 1985. 
His research interests include plate tectonics-paleogeography, paleoclimatology and 
dinosaur paleobiogeography. The PALEOMAP Project, which produces maps of the past 
configuration of the continents and ocean basins, is the primary focus of this research. He is 
best known for his 
reconstructions of the last 
supercontinent; Pangea. Many of 
his maps (for which he is well 
known) are available online at 
www.scotese.com. Dr. Scotese 
teaches courses on Plate 
Tectonics, Paleoclimates, Earth 
History and GIS.  Dr. Scotese 

currently has six graduate students working on projects that 
range from producing new tectonic - paleogeographic maps 
and paleoclimate reconstructions to maps of dinosaur 
paleobiogeography & paleoecology. Dinosaur biogeography 
and ecology at UTA is principally the work of Dr. Scotese’s 
student, Derek Main.                    

Paleontology at the 
University of Texas at 
Arlington  

 
By Derek J. Main 

 



Derek Main holds a M.Sc. in Geology from UTA (with a thesis on Woodbine 
Formation stratigraphy, paleoecology and paleobiogeography) and is currently 
pursuing a PhD.  His Ph.D work is an extension of his Masters degree, continuing 
work on Woodbine Formation vertebrates at the Arlington Archosaur Site and 
producing new maps of dinosaur distributions. The Arlington Archosaur Site (AAS) 
project has grown over the last year into a large scale excavation that incorporates 
both UTA & UTD students working along side community college students, DPS 
volunteers as well as diggers from across the DFW metroplex. In fact, it is the 
largest dinosaur dig to ever occur within the DFW metroplex. The involvement of 
the DPS in the AAS project has been exemplary, and much of that will be discussed in the upcoming DPS Papers Vol. 8. 
For more on the AAS, see the webpage: www.arlingtonarchosarusite.com. There is also a “Facebook” group 
(www.facebook.com ). The volume of fossils recovered from the Arlington Archosaur Site is the basis for the founding of 
a new museum on campus located within the Earth Sciences building at UTA.  Dinosaur digging aside, Derek teaches part 
time at UTA. His courses include Earth History and Dinosaurs. If you want to go on a dinosaur dig, contact him at  
maindinos@msn.com; he will be glad to have your help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  UTA – DPS Arlington Archosaur Site field crew August 2008. 

 

 

 

UTA student Clinton Crowley,s 
interpretation of the Texas coast 95 
million yrs ago at the Arlington 
Archosaur Site. 

 

 



Field Trip Reports  
 
Shark Tooth Field Workshop Wrap-up by Roger Farish 
  
Since so many people know about the richness of shark tooth collecting in Grayson County, I just knew that screening a 
gravel bar in a creek would have to produce more teeth than the picked over surface. Well, it was pretty much so, but no 
extra special finds were made although plenty of teeth were given new homes. 
  
Everyone knew it was going to be hot, but Ed and Cathy 
Swiatovy did some prescouting for us and found a good 
gravel bar that was in the shade in the morning. Beyond that, 
Ed even contacted the closest landowner and obtained 
permission for us to park on his property - all 19 cars. Linda 
and I provided a few dozen 5-gal. buckets and some extra 
screens. There were a few last minute dropouts and even some 
no shows (WHO BY THE WAY KEPT OTHERS FROM 
GOING), but we still had near our 40 allotment with even an 
Austin contingency of five. AND, everyone found teeth, some 
more than others, of course. Interesting how the harder a 
member worked at it, the luckier they got at finding teeth. The 
neat part was when I blew the lunch whistle after three hours 
of work collecting, few wanted to leave - I had to promise that 
they could come back later. 
  

Almost all of the large species of these Cretaceous, Coniacian Age 
sharks were found: Cretodus crassidens, Cretolamna appendiculata, 
Scapanorhynchus raphiodon, Squalicorax falcatus, S. laevis 
(formerly granti), Cretoxyrhina mantelli, Ptychodus whipplei, P. 
atcoensis, P. mammalaris and P. latissimus. David Hill found the 
most Cretodus, but I found the largest. Linda Farish found five P. 
whipplei and a P. mammalaris and over 30 whippleis came out of that 
one gravel bar with probably only about 5% of it being screened. 
Several buckets of window-screen size material was also taken home. 
So, what I need is: What did people find in the smaller sized 
material? And please send me your photos so I can get them in the 
year-end field trip show. 

  
After lunch we caravanned over to Ron and Cynthia Basserman's home. Ron was one of the earliest collectors of shark 
teeth from those Grayson County creeks. So, everyone got to ooohhh and ahhhhh at not only his thousands of shark teeth, 
but also his relatively small living room stuffed with his big screen TV, many mounted trophy kills Ron has made over 
the years including a full bison, elk, moose head/neck mounts, at least 14 Boone and Crocket White-Tail and Mule Deer 
mounts along with bobcat, hog, turkey and other animals. Also, we had to walk around the glass-topped tables containing 
his hundreds of arrowheads that have also come off of those creeks. 
  
About a dozen folks returned to the creeks for an afternoon of more sieving and screening. Even though we were right at 
100F, the cool creek and shade made collecting right tolerable. WE WILL BE GOING BACK. Thanks again to the 
Swiatovys and Bassermans. 



Fossils of the Month 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Specimen ID:  Lochkovella deckeri (formerly Reedops deckeri) a Trilobite 
Formation:  Hunton Formation (Middle Devonian) 
Locality:  Black Cat Mountain, Clarita, Oklahoma 
Collector:  John Moffitt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Above is a picture of the Pterygoid block and another close up picture of just the pterygoid of a mosasaur that being 
prepped for the Heard Museum in McKinney.  This is the Tylosaur nepaeolicus that the DPS has been excavating under 
the skilled hands of Rocky Manning from Duck Creek in Garland. At the present time we appear to have all of the skull. 
The rest of the skeleton will be excavated this summer when the water level in the creek subsides. Eventually it will be 
studied by Mike Polcyn of SMU and go on display at The Heard Museum in McKinney. 
  
Roger Fry 
  



Announcements, Activities and Assorted 

25th Anniversary Commemorative T-Shirts 

Introduced at our June meeting with the Lone Star Dinosaurs T-shirt, this is a special edition of T-Shirts to commemorate 
the 25th Anniversary of the founding of the Dallas Paleontological Society.  As shown below, this will be a series of four 
high-quality T’s, with artwork by the renowned artist, Karen Carr, who has graciously allowed the Society to use some of 
her images on the T’s. The Lone Star Dinosaurs T-shirt will be followed by the other three designs shown below in the 
order shown below, with The Cretaceous Seas due in August, Glen Rose Confrontation due in October, and Big Bend 
Mosasaurs due for our November anniversary celebration meeting. The reverse side will have our 25th Anniversary logo 
with the Mammoth skull. The shirts will sell for $25 each, with part of the proceeds going to support scholarships and 
other educational and research purposes. All artwork is courtesy of Karen Carr. 

 

            
      “Lone Star Dinosaurs”    “The Cretaceous Seas,” 

         
    “Glen Rose Confrontation”     “Big Bend Mosasaurs.” 

 

Mineral Wells Fossil Park Update 
By Lee Higginbotham 
 
Good News!! Thanks to the Mineral Wells City Council, Dallas Paleo Society, the 11 DPS members that attended the 
City Council meeting last night, and all of the others that have had a hand in supporting the conversion of the Mineral 
Wells landfill, this area will become a fossil collecting site for the public. The word "Park" may not be incorporated into 
the name for technical reasons, and any suggestions of naming for this public fossil hunting spot are welcome. The 
location is still not open to the public until sometime after October 1, when the new city budget is in place and the 
fencing, parking, and signage requirements are met for the city. We currently have pledges of between $2000 and $3000 
already for the project. Now all of us have the opportunity to help create a wonderful learning environment for our kids 
and everyone else's kids, where they can be introduced to paleontolgy and geology. The educational mission of DPS will 
also be met, with opportunities for assistance still ahead. More information on that later, but raise your glasses and fossils 
high in celebration of a park, unique in Texas, that may be a model for other ways for kids to be introduced to science. 
Thank you to all of us!! 



 

A jubilant Lee Higginbotham shakes hands with Chairman of the City Council, Mike Allen, and City Manager, Lance 
Howerton after making the case on behalf of the Dallas Paleontological Society. 

Dallas Paleo is now asking for existing pledges to be turned into donations, and for others to donate to the Mineral Wells 
Fossil site. In an effort to expedite the opening, Dallas Paleo and friends of the fossil site are being challenged to raise 
$10,000, which is half of the cost to open the park.  The City's new budget year for funds for this project is October 1, and 
the sooner we raise this portion, the sooner this park can become a reality for the families and children of Texas and for 
us.  To pledge either mail a check to:  

  Dallas �����������	
�����
	��
��
�������������������
��������������������������   

or go to www.dallaspaleo.org and click on the PayPal icon and you can donate by credit card.  Lee Higginbotham will be 
sending e-mails to folks that pledged last year with the hope that this site could become what it will now become.  Feel 
free to donate generously.  This may be our once in a lifetime chance to influence a gazillion young minds about the joy 
of science and paleontology.  Thank you for your support!  Below is a link to the Mineral Wells Index newspaper story 
regarding the approval by the City Council. 

http://www.mineralwellsindex.com/archivesearch/local_story_169094309.html 

Mosasaur Diggers Needed  for the Garland Excavation 

The Paleo Society's FBI group has been working on a mosasaur excavation in Garland, since last year.  Its been on hold 
waiting for dry weather because the site is on the edge of a creek.  We plan to restart the Garland Mosasaur dig in the next 
couple of weeks.  We are making arrangements to dam the creek and pump out the water.  The site is under a foot of clear 
water, but the debris has been cleaned out by the past year's rains and we should be able to see how much bone is exposed 
in the area.  If you are interested in participating and not already on the email list, let me know.  Rocky Manning (972) 
939-6560 or email Manningrl@verizon.net 

Auction Items Needed! 

It is that time of year again! We are looking forward to our annual fund-raiser – the DPS Auction – in September. Please 
consider what you might be able to donate or contribute to the Society for the Auction, and bring items to the July or 
August meetings at Brookhaven, or pass them along to an officer. Please identify the item, and include your name, so that 
credit can be given to all contributors.  

Auction Organizer Needed! 

It is that time of year again! We are looking forward to our annual fund-raiser – the DPS Auction – in September. Please 
consider serving as our organizer to get all of the donated items cataloged and prepared for the Auction. This might be a 
great project for a couple to take on. Volunteers should contact Frank Holterhoff, DPS President, at frank@matricus.com. 

Dinosaur Diggers Needed  for the Arlington Archosaur Site 

Dino-dig is open to all DPS members. Volunteers are needed to help excavate the dinosaur site this summer before the 
land is graded and houses are built over it by the end of the year. This is an important site, Arlington’s 1st dinosaur! All 
tools will be provided and most digs are scheduled on weekends to accommodate work week schedules. At monthly DPS 
meetings speak to either Derek Main or Roger Fry. Also, for more info on the site join the Facebook group (Arlington 
Archosaur Site) or look online at the webpage; www.arlingtonarchosaursite.com.  For more info on times and dates, 
email Derek Main at UTA Earth Sciences:   maindinos@msn.com 



Upcoming Speakers 

Calendar of Events 
July, 2009 
2 Pleasant Oaks Gem & Mineral Club monthly meeting (1st Thurs., 7:30pm)  • Garland Women’s Activities 

Building, 713 Austin, Garland, TX • www.pogmc.org   
7 Arlington Gem and Mineral Club monthly meeting (1st Tues., 7:30pm)  • 1408 Gibbins Road, Arlington, TX • 

(817) 277-2286 • www.agemclub.com   
8 Dallas Paleontological Society monthly meeting (2nd Wed., 7:30pm)  • Ellison Miles Geotechnical Institute 

(Building H), Brookhaven College, 3939 Valley View Lane, Farmers Branch, TX • www.dallaspaleo.org   
15 Dallas Paleontological Society Executive Committee monthly meeting (3rd Wed, 7:30pm)  • Location varies 
19 North Texas Conchological Society monthly meeting (3rd Sun., 1:30pm)  •Dallas Museum of Nature and Science, 

Fair Park, Dallas, TX • www.outdoorplace.org/shells   
21 Dallas Gem and Mineral Society (3rd Tues., 7pm)  • Ridgewood-Belcher Recreation Center, 6818 Fisher Road, 

Dallas, TX • www.dallasgemandmineral.org   
21 Paleontological Society of Austin monthly meeting (3rd  Tues, 7pm) • Austin Gem and Mineral Society facility, 

6719 Burnet Lane, Austin, TX • http://www.texaspaleo.com/psa/index.html    
28 Fort Worth Gem & Mineral Club monthly meeting (4th Tues., 7:30pm)  • 3545 Bryan Avenue, Fort Worth, TX  • 

www.fortworthgemandmineralclub.com   
 
August, 2009 

 
12 Dallas Paleontological Society monthly meeting August 12, 7:30pm  • Ellison Miles Geotechnical Institute 

(Building H), Brookhaven College, 3939 Valley View Lane, Farmers Branch, TX • www.dallaspaleo.org   

Coming Attractions!!! 
 
Field Trips:  

If you are interested in being notified when a field trip is scheduled, please send me an email at 
“armstrongadam@att.net”. For current information, visit the DPS website: www.dallaspaleo.org or call the Hotline (817) 
355-4693, or contact Adam Armstrong at armstrongadam@att.net or aarmstrong@petmate.com.  Thanks, Adam. 
 
Ashgrove Quarry in Midlothian - July 25, 2009: Meet in the parking lot at 8:00 am for a review of safety requirements 
and signing of Hold-Harmless forms. This is the ATCO contact between the Eagle Ford Shale and Austin Chalk 
(Cretaceous Period). 
 
Target fossils are vertebrate marine: Shark – Cretodus, Ptychodus, Scapanorhynchus, Squalicorax, and Cretolamna. 
Other possibilities include urchins, starfish, mosasaur, Xiphactinus, Enchodus, turtle, Protosphryaena, Hybodus, 
Ptychotrygon, Ischyrhiza, and other goodies. 
 
We need to limit group size to about 50. It is going to be HOT, so bring plenty of water, sports drinks and sun screen. 
There is the possibility of a date change on this trip so please pay attention to the hotline. 
Contact Adam Armstrong to RSVP or for any questions. Please do not be a NO SHOW, as there may be others wanting to 
come, or call ahead so Adam can notify those in line. 
 
Clifton Chemical Lime Quarry:  This trip is still a possibility for July. The quarry has undergone management change 
and I am trying to get us back in. This trip may happen quickly so please watch the website www.dallaspaleo.org, 
DPSmembership email group, and hotline (817-355-4693).  
 
Oliver Creek Field Trip - Saturday, August 15: Details for this ever-popular, family-friendly field trip, north of Justin, 
TX will be published in the August Newsletter. BUT you may want to get it on your calendar now. 

Month Speaker 

August, 2009 Ice Cream Social & Fossil Swap 

September, 2009 Annual Auction 



  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Dallas Paleontological Society Statement of Purpose: The Dallas Paleontological Society was founded in 1984 for 
the purpose of promoting interest in and knowledge of the science of paleontology. It is intended that the Society be a 
network for the exchange of data between professional and amateur paleontologists. DPS meetings are held at 7:30 pm on 
the second Wednesday of each month in the Ellison Miles Geotechnical Institute (Building H) at Brookhaven College. 
Visitors are both welcome and encouraged to attend meetings of the Society. Membership in the Society is open to 
anyone 16 years of age or older. Annual membership dues are $30 for a family and $25 for individuals. A membership 
expires after 12 months and is renewable upon expiration. 
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