"It's coming!! It's headed right for us!" - Philip Seymddoffman, in "Twister"

"It's already here."(Bill Paxton's reply to Hoffman).
Yes, it's finally upon us, our 25th birthday!

Our Anniversary meeting will be taking place back at Pairk, where it all began (so don't go to Brookhaven!)
It will actually be at the IMAX Theater, on Wednegddovember 11. Drinks, light buffet and meaningful
conversation will begin at 6:00PM in the lobby, and theetimg itself will begin at 7:30PM in the theater.
Several of our "Guiding Lights" will speak about the pastsent and future of the DPS, and there will be some
special presentations and other agenda items of noteplalf to have a number of former members attenitheso
evening should have a bit of a Reunion atmosphere sonel.

In case any of you have been asleep for all of 2009 anel uvexware, all of our 25th Anniversary Celebration
arrangements have been overseen by two people, Bill JonmddileLowe. Please extend your congratulations
and thanks to them when you see them!

Let me also reiterate the Donation Challenge made dnkyRManning and publicized in last month's and this
month’s newsletters. In a nutshell, if we can get $1@0More in donations between the October newsletter
publication date and the November meeting, Rocky has mledgmatch $1,000 of it. The money raised by this
challenge is to be split 50-50 between the Dallas MuseuNabtfre and Science and the Mineral Wells Fossil
Site. Please help us reach this goal of $1,000 ($2,000 witkyRalonation) to benefit two very worthy causes!
Don't forget, it has to be done before the November mgeéti count against Rocky's challenge (please indicate
something like "Rocky's challenge™ on your donation).

Field trips this month are to Albany TX on November fida just-announced trip to the TXI quarry in
Midlothian on November 21. The TXI trip will be limitedjth DPS members having first shot at the slot$h wi
any remaining slots open to all one week before thee afathe field trip, so stay tuned to the websiteatfite, or
contact Adam Armstrong for details.

Remember, the turkey could have been our national biete's gotta be a punch line there somewhere!
FKH



November Meeting:Our November meeting will celebrate thé"2ZEnniversary of the founding of the Dallas
Paleontology Society. The meeting will begin at 7:30pnWednesday, November 11, at the Museum of Nature
& Science, in the IMAX Theatre. The meeting will peeceded by a greet and meet time in the Science Hall
Lobby, beginning at 6:30 pm, with snacks, soft drinks, and k lbas Come early to see old friends. Our
speaker for this meeting will be Dr. Louis Jacobs, ahdrst including Dr. Tony Fiorillo, and Chuck Finsley and
Bill Lowe will all have parts in the program. Plegs#st this invitation at your place of business or stho
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Looking Back —A Most Unusual Member

By Bill Lowe, founding member

Through the years it has been interesting to scan ounbeship Directories and note the wide range of
professions of members. However, perhaps our most unumsimaber was the noted science-fiction and fantasy
writer L. Sprague De Camp. | suspect that almost emember has read at least one of his literally hutsloé
books or stories. Of particular interest might beé Rivers of Time,” a collection of stories aboutig-lame
hunter leading a group of Creationists back in time tovbréd of dinosaurs.

Mr. De Camp moved to Plano in 1990 at the age of 83 andjsowd the DPS. He remained a member until
shortly before he died on Nov. 6, 2000 at the age of 93. uBecaf his age and health, he was not an active
member. However, we are honored that he chose tagoin

Fossils of the Month

Specimen ID: Mosasaur cervical vertebra cBpen ID:  Vole Jaymicrotus pennsyvanicus)
Formation: Neylandville Formation Formation: Pleistocene deposits

Locality: South Sulphur River, Texas Locality: Sulphur River, Texas

Collector: Mac Glaess Collector: Malaess

Specimen ID:  American Mastad@Mammut Specimen ID: Bison thoracic vertel{ison Bison)

Americanusjnolar Formation:  Pleistocene deposits
Formation: Pleistocene deposits Locality: South Sulphur River, Texas
Locality: Sulphur River, Texas Collector: Mac Glaess

Collector: Mac Glaess



A Big Bone from the Big Bend

By Bill Johnson

Early on the morning of April 23, well before sunrisecRoManning and | met at Tony Fiorillo’s house to load
up the Museum of Nature & Science van for the long dovgig Bend National Park. The museum had a reliable
report that there was a large bone, possibly a tibighe Javelina formation, adjacent to where two metalsr
had been found a few years earlier. The person makingploet was Tommy Diamond, an amateur fossil hunter
and frequent visitor to the park. He had also found thmtarsals earlier. Tommy linked up with the rest of the
team, and we headed off in a two vehicle convoy.

The long ten hour drive was broken by horizons futjiaht windmills
generating electricity, and mounds of sand as the camgdusouth
towards Marathon and Big Bend National Park. Once at the par |

checked in at the park headquarters at Panther Junctidnthan eiac ol
headed for the nearby K-Bar Ranch where a small twiooben house
furnishes lodging for researchers. After getting settlesl headed to
Terlingua and dinner at La Kiva, a well known locajhtispot.

Early the next morning, after g
nutritional breakfast of instan
oatmeal, our team loaded up
and drove to a parking spot on the highway which waslas® as we
could get to the fossil site. From that point, the desteztched for miles
— mostly composed of Javelina Formation deposits, a pefesenting
the end of the Cretaceous age, about 69 million yearghat stretches
all the way to Alaska. The hike in to the site totadddut three miles,
with the morning cool under overcast skies. The groundneasotally

flat, with intervening ridges that had to be traversed orchéteund, and
the path to the site wMOT a straight line as the crow flies.

With assistance from GPS and Tommy Diamond, thevsatelocated partway up a hillside, and overburden was
cleared away to expose the bone — a Tyrannosaurid tibia @6anches long. T-Rex is the only Tyrannosaurid
known from the Javelina Formation, and other evidencésoéistence in the Big Bend area has been found
before.

While expanding the pit, and digging down around the boneg
second bone was found, about half the size of thebinse.
This bone was tentatively identified as a metataesad, since
it was up against the larger bone, it was exposed, capjple
a jacket, rolled over and removed from the pit. A frierd
Tommy Diamond’s, Steve Wick, another local amatgt
paleontologist who
assists in the park, mel
us at the site, an
worked on cleaning thej
bottom of the jacketed|
bone to lighten the loa
and then sealed it witht
an additional plaster
jacket.

During the day, the cloud cover broke, and the temperabgeeto [
well over 100 degrees (Rocky's thermometer read 113 deg.).
team continued to clear around the bone, and it waswdised that =
there was a clean fracture between the distal etttedione and thefii & =
shaft. This allowed the end of the bone to be remouedvaapped [
up, and for a partial jacket to be placed over the shaift @lso |
meant a lighter load to carry out — the bone in piecstead of one
very large bone).



After loading the metataursal and the distal end of ithia into
backpacks, we hiked out starting about four pm as the heat wa
beginning to take its toll, with frequent stops along trey.w\e
even ran a small group of javelina out of one of our s&sis - a
shady spot along one of the dry creek beds.

Pretty well exhausted from the day's efforts, we dromekbto the
ranch house, cleaned up, and drove over to Terlingua where w
dined at La Kiva once again. Its dark, cave-like settiras \&
welcome contrast to the hot day spent on a barsidell Arriving
back at the ranch house
, X | after dark, we sat on thé
bac porc and watched the glow of a brush fire just ther side of
a nearby ridge. The exploding prickly pear cactus sounded like a
boiling pot of water, or a large kettle of popcorn.

Next morning, we were up early again, and after anothiangfi
breakfast of instant oatmeal, we were off again to aukipg spot.
The hike in followed a little straighter path this tinTde sun was
relentless, with no cloud cover. Working in 110 degree heat,
expanded the pit searching for more bones, to no aVailcleaned
around the large bone shaft and the proximal end ofbtiree,
removing excess matrix that we did not want to haveatoycout
with us.

With another clean (natural!) break between the siradtthe end of the bone, the shaft — already jacketdukeon t
top from the day before — was easily rolled over. Théobotside was then cleaned off and jacketed, making it
ready for transporting. The proximal end of the bone wa&s fprepared, with generous quantities of Butvar
applied to keep the bone skin from peeling off. This bowlialg ¥ize chunk of bone was jacketed, and while the
plaster set, we continued to dig and search for more (bapéng for a tooth or even the skull!). Meanwhileny
was busy describing the section and noting burrowserexiposures.

The bone pieces were distributed amongst sev
backpacks, and after cleaning the site, the hike out be
This was the most grueling of our hikes, and several bre
were required, along with some redistribution of the loa
At long last, the van appeared in the distance achuss
desert, almost like a mirage taunting us. With one last p
to the finish, the jacketed bones were placed in thk bhc
the van, like treasure being loaded into the hold o
Spanish gallion, where they were to remain until tha
returned to the museum in Dallas.

Day four, with our
goal accomplished,
was a free day.
Tony and Rocky
went hiking in the Chisosf—
Mountain Basin, while Tommy i

and | took off to the west. After|
breakfast at Kathy's Kosmic
Kowgirl Kafe in Terlingua, we
stopped at Ken Barnes’ Badlands

Fossns Ranch where Tommy actually has his own traNeilable when [«
he comes down. Ken was not there, but Tommy had atocebe large
“barn” he had helped build where many of the locally caiédbssils are
prepared, stored and displayed. It is a stop well worthirtes for anyone
who is down that way.

After stops at Lajitas to see the Rio Grande Rived, the Warnock Naturej
Center, we headed back up to the Basin to meet Tony aokly Rt the
Chisos Mountain Lodge for our last dinner together. We tspan last |
evening on the porch at the ranch houses, shootingutharta downing a
few adult beverages. k-~



The next day — the drive home - was basically a regehe first day, only in reverse. The sand pilesensill
there, the windmills were still turning, but as a bgmss got to watch a B-1 bomber come across the highway
right in front of us as it was landing at Dyess Aarée Base in Abilene. Tommy even spotted the Stormethas
“TIV tank” while he was driving.

The bones are now at the Museu
of Nature and Science, where thgy
are being prepared by Rocky and
myself. Come by any Frida
afternoon, and you can pee
through the windows into the pre
lab to see how things ar
progressing.  Ultimately thesgq
bones will be available for study
and if we can return to the sit
someday to find the rest of thi
beast, may go on display at th
Museum. In the meantime, we wil
work with what we have -
advancing science at least a little
bit.

D U D

TEXOMA ROCKHOUNDS SHOW REPORT
By Brian Bowles

The Texoma Rockhounds held their annual gem and mineral shatve weekend of September 26-27. The
Dallas Paleontological Society had a couple of tablasne by myself with occasional help and company from
Irene and Norm Stemple, Ernie Shaw, Cathy Swiatomy, Jeannie Fulton. Other DPS members at the show
were Ed Swiatovy, Lisa and Barry Towles, John MoodinJdelcGraw, and Ethan and Riley Schuth. It was a
good show to attend as usual, but the turnout seemed sttemsean years past and people were not spending as
much as in the past years possibly because of the egonBot we did get some T-shirt sales and some book
sales with an occasional patch and bumper sticker and anad&150.

The DPS needs help at shows particularly at the lseal shows in Arlington, Dallas, and Fort Worth. Weéha
had to cancel at some of these shows in the past @ Because of a lack of interest from our members po hel
out. Ifitis at all possible | hope more of our mensbsill consider volunteering to help at these showaftaw
hours so we can get the DPS represented and also braognie needed funds to the treasury. The Dallas Gem
and Mineral Show is coming up in November so please d@enkelping the DPS there if you can.

Announcements, Activities and Assorted

Don’t miss this opportunity!!!

Charter Member Rocky Manning is making a challenge donafi$a @00 to the DPS. Half the proceeds will go
to a gift from the DPS to the DMNS and half will go teeral Wells Fossil Pit._If the challenge is mee will
have at least $1000 each to donate to the DMNS and FassRétky, who is a realtor, will also donate $500
from any real estate deal initiated with a DPS merdbeng this timeframe.

Details: Donations must be made by individuals startindh Wlite date of this announcement (newsletter
publication date). A minimum of $1000 in matching funds mustaliged. Rocky's maximum donation will be
$1000, even if more than $1000 in matching funds are raileeldeadline for making contributions is 6:30 pm,
November 11 (our November meetingb00 donations for real estate deals will be made afteind. If you
need more info, Rocky's emailiganningri@verizon.net Thanks, Rocky!!




Auction Donations Needed!

The annual Dallas Paleo Auction will be on Wednesday Decéer 9™ We hope to have fossils, accessories,
and adventures for bidding. Donated items need to be braagiie November 11th DPS 25th anniversary
meetings at the Dallas Museum of Nature & Sciencepntact Lee Higginbottam for pickup or to deliver to him
(cell 214-207-8058). Please include a legible description otéhe as well as your name so that proper credit
can be given. Remember that the auction is a wayDiR&t raises money for educational purposes. It isalso
way for members and non-members to show their agi@cifor an organization that is well done. Bid krogvi
that whatever you pay will be put to good purpose by tAkaB Paleontological Society. Bid early, bid often!
Questions, volunteering to help, or looking for helghwibur item(s) call Lee Higginbotham

25" Anniversary Commemorative T-Shirts

All four or our new 28 Anniversary edition T-shirts will be available in Nwaber. The shirts sell for $25 each,
with part of the proceeds going to support scholarshipstret educational and research purpad#ésartwork

is courtesy of Karen Carr. These shirts are now abtglon our Websiteww.dallaspaleo.orglo purchase a T-
shirt at a DPS meeting, bring cash or a check. Additidesigns will be available in Novermber.

Mineral Wells Fossil Park Update
By Lee Higginbotham

Dallas Paleo Society is asking for donations for thieekél Wells Fossil site. Dallas Paleo Society hasigéd to
raise funds for this park to open. The sooner we raisehaue, the sooner this site can become a realitiidor
families and children of Texas, and, oh, for us. Tdkena tax deductible donation, either mail a check made out
to Dallas Paleo to:

Dallas Paleontological Society

P.O. Box 223846

Dallas , Texas 75222-3846

or go towww.dallaspaleo.orgnd click on either of the Mineral Wells FossileSspots on the home page and then
click on the PayPal icon and you can donate by credit ¥ardare welcome to donate any amount. Rumor is,
that Paleontology is the gateway drug into sciencehRlyau for helping science be more fun. Thank you for
your support!

Mosasaur Diggers Needed for the Garland Excavation
By Rocky Manning

We plan to restart the Garland Mosasaur dig in thé caxple of weeks. We are making arrangements to dam
the creek and pump out the water. If you are interestedriicipating and not already on the email list, let me
know. Rocky Manning (972) 939-6560 or emdanningrl@verizon.net

Dinosaur Diggers Still Needed for the Arlington ArchosaurSite

Dino-dig is open to all DPS members. Volunteers arerstigded to help excavate the dinosaur site before the
land is graded and houses are built over it. This isrgoitant site, Arlington’s i dinosaur!All tools will be
provided and most digs are scheduled on weekends to accomnveoldt week schedules. At monthly DPS
meetings speak to either Derek Main or Roger Fry. Algsomore info on the site join the Facebook group
(Arlington Archosaur Site) or look online at the wealye:www.arlingtonarchosaursite.comFor more info on
times and dates, email Derek Main at UTA Earth Sciencesmaindinos@msn.com




Calendar of Events

November, 2009

1 Fossilmania— Glen Rose— October 3¢hrough November®i

3 Arlington Gem and Mineral Clubmonthly meeting (1 Tues., 7:30pm) « 1408 Gibbins Road, Arlington,
TX « (817) 277-2286 www.agemclub.com

5 Pleasant Oaks Gem & Mineral Clumonthlymeeting (1% Thurs., 7:30pm) « Garland Women’s Activities
Building, 713 Austin, Garland, TXwww.pogmc.org

11 Dallas Paleontological Societynonthly meeting (2" Wed., 7:30pm) < Ellison Miles Geotechnical
Institute (Building H), Brookhaven College, 3939 Valley Vielnane, Farmers Branch, TX e
www.dallaspaleo.org

15  North Texas Conchological Societyionthly meeting (8 Sun., 1:30pm) Dallas Museum of Nature and
Science, Fair Park, Dallas, TXwvw.outdoorplace.org/shells

17 Dallas Gem and Mineral Societ{3® Tues., 7pm) e Ridgewood-Belcher Recreation Center, 6&t8&Fi
Road, Dallas, TX www.dallasgemandmineral.org

17  Paleontological Society of Austimonthly meeting (8 Tues, 7pm) * Austin Gem and Mineral Society
facility, 6719 Burnet Lane, Austin, TXhitp://www.texaspaleo.com/psa/index.html

18 Dallas Paleontological Society Executive Committe®nthly meeting (3¢ Wed, 7:30pm) « Location
varies

24  Fort Worth Gem & Mineral Clubmonthly meeting (4 Tues., 7:30pm) « 3545 Bryan Avenue, Fort Worth,
TX « www.fortworthgemandmineralclub.com

December, 2009

9 Dallas Paleontological Societynonthly meeting Annual Fossil Auction December 9, 7:30pm « Ellison
Miles Geotechnical Institute (EMGL Building H) Brookhav@wollege, 3939 Valley View Lane, Farmers
Branch, TX swww.dallaspaleo.org

Coming Attractions!!!

Field Trips:

November 7 Albany

Meet in Albany, Texas, at 9:30 in the square.

This is Permian Epoch. This trip is difficult and thedits are small. What can you find? Small Paleozoirksha
teeth, occasional invertebrate material.

What to bring? Portable rocksaw if you have one. Chisglmmer. Sack lunch

November 21 - TXI Cement Quarry

We will meet at TXI at 7:45am - hard hats and safety gkase required!

The site is Cretaceous Epoch. The contact layer is@\Waich is the contact between the Eagle Ford Shale and
the Austin Chalk.

What to bring: Rock hammer, sturdy shoes, safety glassgéhardhat. Small collection containers or bags are
helpful. Bring buckets if you plan to bulk sample the contats.

What fossils can be found? The site is marine and pesdretatively abundant Ptychodus, Cretodus, and other
shark teeth. Occasional mosasaur verts and jawshearefound. Turtle and fish material is also fairly ozon.

The site does not contain much in the way of inveatelsrbut occasional ammonites, oysters, and echinords ha
been found.

The trip will be limited to 25 people maximum. Open sloil e for members only, but one week before the
trip, any remaining slots will be open to anyone.

Contact Adam Armstrong at armstrongadam@attamget on the field trip list if you are not alreadyiband to
RSVP.




The Dallas Paleontological Society Statement of Purposéhe Dallas Paleontological Society was founded in
1984 for the purpose of promoting interest in and knowleddeeo$tience of paleontology. It is intended that the
Society be a network for the exchange of data betwedasgional and amateur paleontologists. DPS meetings
are held at 7:30 pm on the second Wednesday of each mdhth Ellison Miles Geotechnical Institute (Building
H) at Brookhaven College. Visitors are both welconmel @ncouraged to attend meetings of the Society.
Membership in the Society is open to anyone 16 yeaegefor older. Annual membership dues are $30 for a
family and $25 for individuals. A membership expires af2months and is renewable upon expiration.

is published monthly, Copyright 1984-2009, by the Dallas Ré&bdugical Society (DPS).

All rights reserved. Contents and may not be reproducedswibdited, in part or in whole for commercial or for
profit purposes, in any manner without prior written pseion from the DPS. Contributions TheFossil Record
from all DPS members are encouraged. Please submitimhédethe Editor by email agditor@dallaspaleo.org
The deadline for submissions for the next month’s isstiee 25’ day of each month.
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